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Regional differences within Europe do not exclusively imply inequalities considering demographic 
characteristics, social challenges or economic positions. European knowledge production also wears the 
marks of severe division. Forms of academic and technology knowledge production (such as publishing 
practices or reseach collaborations) produced a 'Western' hegemony in which besides agents from a certain 
number of core countries, other participants from the semi-perihely (e.g. from Central and Eastern 
European countries) only have minor role in shaping frames of these processes, and more often they just 
follow the rules of play. 
The European Union has launched research and innovation programmes for decades. Its most current 
framework programme, Horizon 2020 has the main goal of supporting competitiveness aims of the EU, 
however it also has an emphasis on tackling societal chellenges and scientific knowledge production. 
Although these research and innovation collaborations create indeed fruitful co-operations between 
different partners accross Europe, they also contribute to the reproduction of European inequalities in the 
field of knowledge. 
The current paper to be presented aims to visualize and analyse spatial patterns of inequalities considering 
knowledge production by using GIS techniques in the exploration of a sample set of H2020 project and 
organisation data from CORDIS database. Differences regarding project participation, coordination role and 
share of financial interest are analysed. Furthermore, inequalities affecting research collaboration networks 
are also interpreted in the paper.  


