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Peripheries with low organisational thickness might be able to innovate much faster than core regions 
characterised by thick and rigid institutional structures. In the case of well-orchestrated leadership, 
significant changes can be carried out in a very short time. The question of survival makes peripheral 
HEIs proactive and agile actors: they try to impact not only regional decision-making bodies but also 
intra-university and national policy processes. 
 
So far, we have little comparative knowledge about the place based institutional environments 
whereby HEIs and other regional innovation system structures operate. In this paper, we going to 
investigate two groups of regional HEIs: university colleges (7) in Estonia and university consortiums 
(6) in Finland. We going to identify the critical policy processes, actors, and the motivation behind 
their decisions. The second ring of questions deals with regional HEIs sustainability. And third, we’re 
going to use the entrepreneurial ecosystem framework when analyzing the agency, entrepreneurial 
activity and economic development of regional HEIs. The study applies (1) desk research of policy 
documents, statistics and published surveys; (2) data provided by the regional HEI representatives and 
(3) Semi‐structured interviews with regional stakeholders and regional HEI leaders. 
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The objective of the study is to present the main features of Croatian-Hungarian political relations and 
cross-border co-operations. The study will discuss the various eras and specifics of Croatian-Hungarian 
political relations, the features of the borderland and cross-border relations, the spatial structural and 
infrastructural bases of the co-operation and the hard and soft factors of relations. 
 
The maintenance of the historically rooted relations, eight centuries of personal union, a rare example 
of a millennium of peaceful coexistence in Central Eastern Europe is more or less visible. A new period 
began with Croatia becoming an autonomous state, the era of state-building characterised by inward 
orientation. Croatia has embarked on the road towards Euro-Atlantic Integration as a symbol of its 
new orientation at the turn of the millennium, which exerted a strong impact on the perception of 
borders and effective co-operation, while there has been a gradual deepening of Croatian-Hungarian 
relations. A period was concluded with the EU accession of Croatia, henceforth co-operations are 
established between two member states. This, however, does not imply positive practices in all cases. 
Both countries have experienced profound mutations concerning their ideas on borders over the past 
30 years, which resulted in the strengthening of cross-border relations and the enrichment of the 
cooperation by a specific geopolitical and minority policy element. From the aspect of cross-border 
cooperation, the underdeveloped state of the borderland and its unfavourable economic and 
demographic processes are of crucial importance. Among the spatial structural specifics, special 
attention must be given to the unique geographic position of the countries at the intersection of 
peripheral regions with the fluvial frontier also serving as a dividing boundary along the majority of 
the border section. CBC in the immediate proximity of the state border can only be detected in two 
small areas, resulting in the predominance of cooperation between relatively remote urban nodes. 
The relatively small size of the countries in question and their centralised state organisation leaves its 
mark on the co-operations. Interstate political relations are therefore essential from the perspective 
of cross-border relations. 
 
 
 


