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EU integration, cohesion policy and continuous administrative reforms in 
Hungary have had significant impact on competences and responsibilities 
of various governmental and decentralised bodies since the year 2000. EU 
integration and cohesion policy promoted decentralisation, in line with the 
subsidiarity principle. Hungary seemed to pioneer in this process, Croatia 
later took a similar path. Government reform after 2010 diverted Hungary to 
the path of centralisation that resulted further asymmetries in cross-border 
cooperation. Sustainable development has been a key priority of the Hungary-
Croatia IPA Cross-border Cooperation Programme implemented in the 2007-
2013 programming period, 60% of the community funding has been spent 
to this objective, in form of various soft and hard projects of environmental 
and nature protection and tourism. The paper aims to analyse the difference 
in institutional patterns, territorial and institutional distribution of funding 
under the sustainable development priority, comparing Hungary and Croatia. 
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