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Reforms in the radical transformation of public education and vocational training have been going on in Hungary 
for almost 10 years. Research analyzing their effects typically focuses on three really important issues: on the 
consequences of centralized state maintenance and management replacing the predominantly municipal 
institutions (i), so-called short-term labor market integration the results of strengthening the dual training model 
(ii), on the effects of reducing compulsory schooling to the age of 16 on the phenomenon of early school leaving 
(iii). 

Our research focuses on spatial components that are largely omitted from studies focusing on structural change. 
We analyze how spatiality affects the reproduction of inequalities for the three questions listed above: (1) To 
what extent does nationalization of maintenance and centralization of management result in spatial 
concentration, and what effect does this have on the choice of school for students from different social 
backgrounds? (2) What spatial disparities in the economy result in the organization of practical training and the 
spatial system of available school services? (3) How do differences in accessibility (which largely depends on the 
social situation), transport links, and dormitory services affect early school leaving? 

The background of the analyzes is provided by quantitative data based on national comparative data (Public 
Education Information System, Competence Measurements, Related Public Administration Data) and qualitative 
case studies in several sample areas. 

The research that underpins the lecture is being conducted within the framework of the research project NKFI-
6-K-125110 („Regional and sectoral features of the labour market integration of vocational training, with special 
regard to peripheries and early school leaving”) (2017-2021). 
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