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ABSTRACT

The surrounding areas of cities are in constant change in many respects. In Hungary,
we have witnessed particularly striking transformations of the landscape and the
environment in the outskirts of traditional market towns. These changes have
strong connections to economic and social processes and to the environmental
awareness of the citizens. In line with production and consumption trends, the land
use of rural-urban fringe has become more and more diverse and intense after the
regime change. The processes associated with the expansion of commercial,
industrial and transportation areas causing environmental problems and risks,
which can amplify the local effects of other negative processes such as climate
change. The overuser approach of these local communities degraded the ecological
status of suburban areas in general. Due to insufficient planning, regulations, and
development practices, several land use conflicts had occurred in the mid-size
towns of Hungary. In our view, urban sprawl as a phenomenon is still not properly
controlled, and the land use management shows many contradictions. All of these
have negative impacts on the state of the landscape and the quality of life. Our
results demonstrate that unfavourable agglomeration processes lead to landscape
fragmentation, soil and vegetation degradation, and increased air pollution, which
causing degradation in the urban resilience of the cities.

IGU Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznar, Poland
UGH| == IGU-CGoG 2021 Annual Conference, 23 - 24 June 2021



