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related government policy and ignorance, misinformation and scepticism in the wider 
community. In the short to medium term, climate adaptation action is more likely to be 
incremental – rather than transformational – and will need effective engagement with local 
and Indigenous communities. 
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This paper reports on Waanyi and Garawa women’s struggle to manage gendered 
landscapes, where today’s environmental destruction is experienced as a direct 
consequence of removing people from their country. Although women have been fighting to 
return to their ancestral lands by helping establish caring for country partnerships, they have 
had limited opportunities to participate in these programs. Reflecting on action research 
since 2015, we therefore explore “what role do Waanyi and Garawa women see for 
themselves in caring for country partnerships?” Here, women seek to teach upcoming 
generations of custodians how they are connected to country and each other, introduce girls 
to sites that only women can care for, and transfer vital knowledge of bushfoods. Drawing on 
settler colonial theory, we argue that collaboration with women can renew and develop the 
connectivity between country and its people that allows for its care, and is critical to resist 
ongoing dispersal.  
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Two main processes influenced spatial inequalities of the pre-2011 education system of 
Hungary: (1) the continual shrinking of resources and therefore differences in availability and 
quality increased on the territorial level and on the level of the settlement structures, (2) local 
communities and their groups strategically responded to these processes. After 2011 the 
government have centralized the Hungarian educational system. Due to this centralization 
community and professional control were reduced to a formal act and this resulted in a 
virtually limitless lobbying of the national (and local) elite have expropriated the state. This 
has resulted in an accelerated differentiation in educational inequalities and increased 
segregation within the settlements, between the settlements, between the levels and 
directions of vocational training. This lecture aims at interpreting these processes, taking 
account of the causes and mechanisms based on detailed empirical research in a city in 
northern Hungary. 

  


