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ABSTRACT 
 
Aim of the paper is to highlight distinctive periods of regional development policy 

on county level in Hungary, applying the notion of place-based development, 

through the example of Baranya county. 

First part of the study provides a theoretical overview putting special attention to 

the application of the place-based approach (Barca, 2009). Second half of the paper 

provides a comparative analysis of relevant regional development documents of 

Baranya county from 2003 to date. Three dimensions of qualitative analysis include 

territorial dialogue, participation; presence of territorial diversity and knowledge in 

the documents; and availability of regional institutions with real capacities. 

Methology applied include document analysis and interviews. 

As the analysis shows in terms of dialogue and participation involvement has been 

made more and more regulated, thus ensured, however top-down coordination has 
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been significantly strengthened. Territorial diversity and knowledge may be tested 

through the presence of territorial objectives in documents, which is also available 

throughout, albeit with changing logic. In terms of institutional background, 

although institutional gaps have been already identified in the first period and has 

been somewhat worked out in the second, change in the role of county 

administrations has led to the weakening of regional capacities. This made the 

institutional background being the biggest obstacle for implementation of place-

based regional development in Hungary. 

 
 


