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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

This volume offers a compilation of the presentations held at the international conference 

of the 3rd Smart Communities Academy for Researchers and Practitioners entitled ‘Smart 

opportunities for rural communities in 2021–2027’, taking place on the 15–16th April 2021. 

It was co-organised by the Department of Regional Science of Eötvös Loránd University, 

the Technical University of Košice, Interindustria Knowledge Centre Foundation and the 

Hungarian Regional Science Association, within the framework of the ‘Smart Communities 

2.0 – How to be smart in the countryside?’ project (SKHU/1902/4.1/027). Amidst the 

challenging times of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we eventually opted for organising 

a hybrid event. As a result, the conference was simultaneously held in Legénd, a charming 

little village located in the picturesque countryside of Nógrád county, Northern Hungary, 

as well as in the online space, connecting various localities across Hungary, Slovakia, 

Poland and, in the case of one presenter, even Australia. We firmly believe that this duality 

and entanglement of physical (geographical) space and virtual (online) space also aptly 

demonstrates how important ‘smartness’ and digitalisation is (or should be) for rural 

communities. 

 

Closely connected to the idea of smartness, diversity might be considered as another key 

notion. Hence, under the main umbrella theme of smart rural communities, not only the 

topics were exceptionally diverse but also the list of contributors. Their disciplinary 

backgrounds include – but are not limited to – various sub-fields of geography, regional 

science, economics, sociology, history, urbanism, GIS, agronomy and beyond. Nonetheless, 

just as importantly, there were several contributions from outside of the academic realm 

as well, including the presentations of practitioners, planners and policy-makers working 

on different geographical scales, settlement leaders, and other stakeholders. By bridging 

the (seeming) chasm between theory and praxis, this diversity indeed enabled a fruitful 

conversation between researchers and practitioners. 

 

In this volume, in alignment with the conference programme, first the slideshows of the 

plenary session’s contributors are presented. These are followed by the presentations of 

five parallel thematic sections, centred around different aspects of smartness. Session 1 

focuses on smart settlements and communities; Session 2 revolves around smart economy 

and services; Session 3 deals with transport and energetics; Session 4 discusses various 

issues connected to local societies and global processes; whereas Session 5 is centred 

around the topics of smart governance and inclusive economy. After these contributions, 

some of the presentations of the invited speakers of two English-language working groups 

are presented. Concerning their main foci, Working Group 1 deals with ICT solutions for 

smart villages, while Working Group 2 addresses the possibilities of smart transport in 

rural areas. 
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Based on the truly broad scope of topics featured in the conference programme, this 

proceeding is recommended for those interested in the state-of-the-art on smart rural 

communities – both from and beyond the academic sphere. We do strongly hope that 

these genuine and wide-ranging ideas will be considered for and incorporated into future 

policy-making processes, territorial planning, and local development initiatives. 

 

 

the editors, 

 

Márton BERKI 
ELTE Eötvös Loránd University, Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, 

Department of Social and Economic Geography, Budapest, Hungary; 

Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, Institute for Regional Studies, Budapest, Hungary 

 

and 

 

Pál SZABÓ 
ELTE Eötvös Loránd University, Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, 

Department of Regional Science, Budapest, Hungary 
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